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Sloveness of the Y ear

[

Slovenes of the Year

A woman on a motorbike, Benka Pulko, and ex-president Milan Kudan, were voted
‘Slovene of the Year’ by readers of the weekly magazines: Jana and Nedeljski dnevnik

respectively.

by Barhara Denovielk

# good time 1o select the most popu-
lar personality in public file over the
past vear. Two of the oidest and most
respected selections of this kind are
organized by the weekly newspaper
Nedetishi dnevnik and the women’s
magazine fena. This year was the 16%
time that Jana's readlers had been asked

to make this cheice. This year's tide of

Slovene Woman of the Year’ was worn by
Benka Pulko, the first woman to trave)

around the world by motorbike, Her

adventure lasted for (ive years and she
remains the only woman to have rode
across seven continenis and the first to
travel around Saudi Arabia, a country
renowned for its  steict rules towards
women. Despite Benka's restless spirit
she settled down and published a book
about her adventares, After all her ven-
ture made it into the Guinness book of
records,

At the glamoroug show in Janu-
ary, where she was announced as the
winner, she said; “I'm nor so extraor-
dinary a weman, I can make pasta,
[ don't like foothall, 1 prefer motor-
bikes.” Melita Berzetak, the editor of
Tana agreed that this vear their female
readers chose a very special woman,
who 15 {ar from ordinary because for
the past five years she has been “mar-
ried” 1o her motorbike, Benka Putko
joins the 13 previous winners, a fasci-
nating group of women who include
ex-first lady Stefka Kugan, journalist
Mojca Dréar Murkoe, and Vida 'Zabﬂt,
a nun who left her order and spoke out
about represstve monastery life,

The ex-presidential couple are obvi-
ously still very popular with the Sloy-
ene publics That was also proven by
this year’s selection for ‘Slovene of the
Year' hy Nedeljska dnevnik. The former
president of the Republic of Slovenia,
Milan Kuéan, who was the head of
the country for more than a decade,
was chosen by readers as ‘Slovene of
the Year” for the 12th time. Kugan was
surprised by this year's recognition and
said that it meant a lot to him, because
he is no longer in the public eye. The
current  president, Janez Drnoviek,
came 9" jn this year’s poll. m
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